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ASF REPORT

DUBLIN PLATFORM by FRONT LINE 
from February 10th 2010 to February 12th 2010

Avocats sans Frontier was represented by Saskia Ditisheim from Switzerland and Marie Alwå von Baltenau from Sweden in Dublin Platform organized by Front Line Protection on Human Rights Defenders, to strengthen the lawyers without Borders network. 

It is special to be present with more than 100 human rights defenders at-risks gathered from every corner of the world, and to share their experiences. It is almost impossible to describe the energy and emotions, the commitments and inspiration generated by some who are totally devoted to human rights and who wants to make a difference in the world. ASF was heartily received and offered many opportunities to network with participants, bringing back valuable information and contacts for future human rights work as well as a better understanding of the current situation in the world. This report will summarize some of the key lessons and messages.

The Dublin Platform focused on the vulnerable situation of Human Rights Defenders (HRD) at work and how to improve their situation. The three-day conference was organised by the Ireland-based human rights body Front Line with the support by the Irish and other Governments. The Platform offered simultaneous translations into English, French, Russian and Arab and individual interpreters for other languages. 

Front Line, has its prime activity in the support and protection of HRDs-at risk. During 2009 Front Line issued 249 urgent appeals related to HRDs-at risk in 56 countries. The organisation also provided 154 security grants. In total, more than 500 HRDs benefited from Front Line’s protection support.

Most of the HRDs who came together in the Dublin Castle are at risk because of their work. The challenges are many and the rewards not fast caught. HRDs across the world face increased threats. It notes that outright targeting and killing of HRDs was on the rise last year with at least 24 killed. 

Participants shared vivid testimony from their personal experiences of being threatened, harassed, jailed, and tortured because of their work. Some face death threats and have to leave their country for temporary asylum. Some are at risk due to their participation in the Platform but value the sharing of experiences and support from other HRDs so high that they come anyway. 
The Platform focused on giving each HRD a voice and opportunity to give testimonials on their work. Many revealing and tragic stories of threats and attacks were described with patterns so much alike, independent of country.
The event gathered together activists and campaigners from a number of countries including Albania, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Cyprus, France, Georgia, Italy, Kazakhstan, Georgia, Kyrgyzstan, Latvia, Russia, Serbia, Uzbekistan, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua, Peru, USA, Venezuela, Afghanistan, Burma, Thailand, India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Mongolia, Pakistan, Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Angola, Burundi, Cameroon, Central Africa, Chad, Congo, Cote d´Ivoire,  Guinea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Kenya, Mozambique, Niger, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sudan, Togo, Uganda, Zimbabwe, Algeria, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Morocco, Oman, Palestine, Saudi Arabia, Tunisia and Yemen.
The participants are representing different human rights work such as legal protection, women human rights, involving the trafficking of women and children and forced prostitution; members of sexual minorities, the rights of indigenous peoples and different environmental protection issues involving the force against transnational companies and governmental actors. 
The Platform discussed the strengthening mechanisms for protection, such as engaging the international community, holding perpetrators accountable and providing support to those under attack. Front Line also gave hands on lesson on the importance of digital security.
Workshops, participated by ASF in English, French and Spanish, held during the event, addressed issues such as recovering from trauma, and methods on better protection to avoid becoming a human rights victim yourself. The risks faced by women HRDs were separately identified. A special group of HRDs highlighted issues created by the increase of environmental exploitation of natural resources which show the complexities of contradictive roles of governments and international companies supporting human rights as well as acting contra productive for economical gains. 

From the panel speeches the following remarks was recorded.
Mary Lawlor, director of Front Line introduced the Platform stating that  despite their radically different backgrounds and issues, the one thing they all have in common is that they are at risk for their legitimate work in defence of the human rights of others.
UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Navi Pillay, who delivered the keynote address, stressed the need to improve the effectiveness of protection measures for HRDs. 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ireland, Michael Martin stated that without human rights defenders, the voices of the most vulnerable and marginalised groups in society would not be heard.

Margaret Sekkagya the UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights gave details how authorities in several countries increasingly use legislation to harass HRDs. This has resulted in the use of trumped up charges ranging from terrorism, subversion, and hooliganism to fraud, defamation and tax evasion. 
For us to summarize the Platform experience;. Lots of new friends and prospects for new projects! The meeting gave opportunities for the participants to debrief but also relax and have fun together. It showed optimism. HRDs work is strong and effective. The challenges are great but together with mutual support we will succeed. 
A warm thank you to let us represent ASF 
Marie and Saskia 
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